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Q% ‘\. fter a cold and snowy winter, a new season is on
o i\ A the horizon. With longer days and warmer
temperatures, hopefully you’re running, jumping
" skipping and hopping into spring! Spring brings a sense
-\6"'1 s '36‘(, of renewal, growth and replenishment.
& J

The advent of April means we’re one step closer to the end
of the 2025-2026 school year. It is also a time to reflect on
the changes you’ve witnessed and is a reminder that growth
is often a slow and steady process that happens behind the
scenes. So, too, is the work all of us do each day.

Discussion Topics Mentors, each of you plays a unique role in your mentee’s
Mentor Reminders life. Some of you may plant the seed, while others water it.
Fun Facts But, the end result remains the same: watching with
CN)E\EVS;de of School excitement as you see your mentees “bloom where they

Motivational Moment are planted.” Keep nurturing that seed.

College Access Corner
Pizza Party Schedule

We’ve enjoyed engaging with all of you during our
annual pizza parties, and we look forward to the
remaining ones this month. Additional fun things to
explore are included on page three. On a related note,
- ‘:’ . o\ . see page two for important mentor reminders, and
7, ° tune in to the news topics of the day, including

/ E ° mentorship, financial assistance and college costs,
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and first-generation college students.
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Mentoring This Month April 2026

CAUGHT
DOING -
GOOD

Announcement:
The “MCOCP in the
News...Caught
Doing Good” form
was emailed to all
mentors and school
liaisons recently. If
your mentee has
noteworthy news,
please be sure to
submit your
nominations. You
can also find the
form here or on the
MCOCP website
under the
Resources heading.

APRIL DISCUSSION TOPICS

e What do you think is the best thing about getting older?
e What scares you the most? Why?

e What artist would you love to see in concert?

e Describe your dream house.

(Sources for some questions: Family Talk game and Dayton Children’s On Our
Sleeves® conversation starter cards.)

For more information about the On Our Sleeves® initiative and other resources, visit:
¢ The Kids Mental Health Foundation

¢ The Kids Mental Health Foundation Conversation Starter Resources

¢ Dayton Children’s On Our Sleeves

All-Class Mentors:
Please be sure to download the Youth Transportation Release Form (under the Resources heading) for future use. It can also
be found in a PDF format. Remember, if you transport your mentee, you’ll need to return a copy of this form - prior to each
event - to Jenni and/or Kyra. It will be included in your mentee’s files.
Join us for lunch! The annual mentor-mentee MCOCP pizza parties will continue throughout April. You can view the schedule
for remaining dates on page 4. Please share the date and time with your mentees. CJ mentors, please note a time change.
If your mentee needs extra help with homework assignments, remember that the Dayton Metro Library offers assistance
through their Homework Help Centers at various local branches. See the link for locations, days and times.
We have chosen 55 students for our 16th Cohort. If you know someone who may be interested in serving as a mentor for this
incoming group of MCOCP Scholars, please let Patrick know.
Central State University’s Spring College Preview Day will be on 4/25/26. See the link for details as well as registration and
contact information.
The WPAFB Educational Outreach Office has many offerings for youth of all ages on its website.
Wright State University’s Raj Soin College of Business will host a High School Entrepreneurship Camp during Ohio Business
Week 2026, 6/21/26-6/26/26. Students will learn leadership and business skills, experience campus life, and hear from guest
speakers. The cost is $499 to register. Send program questions via email. Contact Jenni for financial assistance.

Sophomore and Junior Mentors:
The application for Miami University’s Summer Scholars Program, a selective program providing a glimpse of the college
experience, is open for “academically talented,” rising high school juniors and seniors. The application deadline is 5/1/26.
Interested MCOCP Scholars can contact Jenni for registration and financial assistance.
UD’s Female Aspiring Business Scholars (FABS) is hosting an overnight summer camp from 6/28/26-7/1/26 for rising high
school juniors and seniors interested in business. Regular registration ends on 5/10/26 and is $300. Financial assistance is
available through UD. Learn more here and email with questions. Also, touch base with Jenni if help is needed.
SEE-UD Summer Engineering Experiences daylong summer camps will be held for Class of 2027 and Class of 2028 students on
6/15/26-6/17/26. Each day is $100, and UD is offering limited financial assistance. Contact University of Dayton to learn more
or Jenni to inquire how MCOCP can help.

Sophomore Mentors:

YMCA of Greater Dayton, in
partnership with Wright State
University, is hosting Junior Leadership
Dayton for rising juniors. This
leadership development program
meets one day each month from
August through April. Participants will
be exposed to various social and
economic issues in the Miami Valley.
An email and application were sent to
all sophomore mentors in mid-
February. Current, interested
sophomores can learn more and
download an application here. Contact
Taylor Walker via email or
937.754.9622. for more details.

Senior Mentors:_

e MCOCP scholars should let Jenni know where they have been admitted. Further, they should be checking their
emails and college portals regularly for updates and provide any requested remaining documentation. Decision
Day at most colleges is 5/1 annually.

» Seniors should have received a Decision Day Form in the U.S. mail from us. Return the form to us by 5/30/26.


https://mcocp.org/mentoring/#become-mentor
https://mcocp.org/content/uploads/2019/10/Youth-Transportation-Release.pdf
https://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/homeworkhelp/
https://www.centralstate.edu/events/spring-college-preview-day
https://www.wpafbstem.com/pages_main/programs.html
https://go.wright.edu/register/?id=f73bee74-9f33-4346-8a42-9d7ea097cd6e
mailto:rscob-admin@wright.edu
https://mcocp.org/content/uploads/2026/04/MCOCP-In-the-News-Caught-Doing-Good-Form.pdf
https://mcocp.org/mentoring/
https://www.sinclair.edu/academics/divisions/science-technology-engineering-mathematics/k-12-outreach/wistem/
mailto:wistem@sinclair.edu
https://www.daytonymca.org/programs/youth-family/junior-leadership-dayton
mailto:twalker@daytonymca.org
https://go.pardot.com/l/1089012/2025-09-26/v39yb7?utm_source=website
mailto:OhioStudents@bottomline.org
https://www.bottomline.org/
https://miamioh.edu/visit-miami/summer-scholars/
https://events.udayton.edu/en/Hu1Iu7R7/female-aspiring-business-scholars-summer-program-5a37Un7camP/overview
https://udayton.edu/calendar/2026/06/female-aspiring-business-scholars-summer-camp-program.php
mailto:businesscamps@udayton.edu
https://udayton.edu/calendar/2026/06/see-ud-summer-engineering-experiences-at-the-university-of-dayton.php
mailto:engineeringcamps@udayton.edu
https://kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/
https://www.kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/mental-health-resources/starting-conversations
https://www.childrensdayton.org/onoursleeves
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April Fun Facts and Dates to Remember
By the time you read this, hopefully Spring will have arrived in all of its glory...for good! Even if the
Ohio weather continues to show all of the seasons in one week (and sometimes in one day), there
are still commemorations worth remembering and celebrating. April is known as Animal Cruelty
Prevention Month, Autism Awareness Month and National Child Abuse Prevention Month. The
week of 4/20/26 is also National Volunteer Week. Check out the list below for more to do.
National Kickball Day, 4/17/26
Pinata Day, 4/18/26
Earth Day, 4/22/26
Movie Theaters Day, 4/23/26
National Superhero Day, 4/28/26
International Day of Jazz, 3/31/26

OUTSIDE OF
SCHOOL...

Below, please find some suggested ideas for activities to do with your
mentee in the coming weeks. Note that outside events aren’t mandatory,
but rather optional. The following searchable websites provide a more
comprehensive listing:

e Dayton Local.com

e Dayton Daily News Dayton.com

e Downtown Dayton Partnership

e Destination Dayton

e Dayton 937

e Dayton Metro Library

e Five Rivers MetroParks

e DO STEM Near Me

Scene 75 Entertainment Center, Dayton - Ongoing

Sky Zone Trampoline Park, Dayton - Ongoing

National Museum of the United States Air Force — Ongoing

Skateworld of Vandalia or Skateworld of Kettering - Ongoing

Level Up Pinball Bar (and Arcade) — Ongoing

Great Escape Game - Ongoing

CozyMelts — Ongoing

Carillon Historical Park — Ongoing

Dayton Ohio Scavenger Hunt: Dayton's Soaring Heights - Ongoing

TreeFest at Kettering’s Gentile Nature Park — 4/18/26, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Engaged: Rings from around the World at the Dayton Art Institute - 4/18/26, 11 a.m.-5
p.m.

Sugar Maple Festival in downtown Bellbrook - 4/24/26, 5-10 p.m.; 4/25/26, 10 a.m.-10
p.m.; 4/26/26,11 a.m.-5 p.m.

Adopt-A-Park at various Five Rivers MetroParks - 4/25/26, 9 a.m.-12 p.m.

Global Artisan Market at 2" Street Market - 4/26/26, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.



https://www.daytonlocal.com/things-to-do.asp
https://www.daytondailynews.com/events/#/
https://downtowndayton.org/things-to-do/
https://www.daytoncvb.com/things-to-do/
https://dayton937.com/
https://dayton.bibliocommons.com/v2/events
https://www.metroparks.org/programs-events-finder/
https://www.do-stem.org/stem-opportunities
https://www.letsroam.com/scavenger-hunt/dayton-oh?utm_source=partner&creator=261&link_created_on=2025-10-06&utm_term=2025-10-06&utm_medium=grufw38g
https://www.daytonlocal.com/outdoors/kettering-treefest/
https://www.daytonlocal.com/exhibits/dai-engaged-rings-from-around-the-world/
https://www.daytonlocal.com/festivals/sugar-maple-festival/
https://www.metroparks.org/programs-events-finder/?program_number=V56&api=programs&type=program
https://www.metroparks.org/programs-events-finder/?program_number=V16&api=programs&type=program
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Gentoring

“The Question Every College Applicant Should Ask”

(Forbes)
“Mentors can make the difference for young Black men

in college. Here’s how to be a good one.” (WBEZ Chicago)

FAFSA & Financial Assistance

General & Miscellaneous Education

“Families Spend More on College as Affordability Shapes
Decisions, New Report Finds” (The EDU Ledger)

First-Generation College Students

“Should Ohio revisit academic eligibility requirements
for College Credit Plus?” (The Thomas B. Fordham
Institute)

“Their value attacked and funding_ cut, universities and
colleges start fighting back” (The Hechinger Report)
“The Program That’s Turning Schools Around” (The
Atlantic)

College Value & Affordability

“She was a first-generation college grad. Now, she has
$55,000 in student loans and is postponing having
kids.” (Business Insider)

“STUDENT VOICES: Two recent college graduates have a
message to their 17-year-old selves: Don’t go it alone”
(The Hechinger Report)

College & Career Readiness

Podcasts & Interviews

“More students are going to college. Affordability and
workforce training are factors” (NPR)

simple as it sounds” (Lumina Foundation)

“Young Americans Face A Career Crash. CEOs Can Fix It.”
(Forbes)

\

“A Primer on Financial Aid” (Admissions Beat/Grown &
Flown)

“Is Grade Inflation Deflating Trust in Schools?” (Future
U)

“Discovery Starts With Program” (Admissions Beat)
“Accepted? Denied? Waitlisted?!! Now What?!!”
(Application to Admission)
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School
Belmont High School
Butler High School
Carrall High Schoel
Chaminade Julienne

Dayton Early College Academy
{DECA)

The Dayton Regional STEM Schaol

{DRSS)
East Dayton Christian School

Fairmont High School
Meadowdale High School
Miamisburg High School
Northridge High School
Stivers School for the Arts
West Carrollton High School
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Date and Time
Thursday, 4/16/26, 11a-12p
Friday, 4/10/26, 12:30-1p
Tuesday, 4/21/26, 11:02-11:32a
Wednesday, 4/29/26, 11:04a-12:01p
[NOTE: This is an updated time.)
Tuesday, 4/7/26, 12-12:45p

Wednesday, 4/1/26, 12:20-1:12p

‘Wednesday, 4/8/26, 1-1:27p
Friday, 4/3/26, 12-1p

Tuesday, 4/14/26, 11:38a-12:08p
Thursday, 4/30/26, 11:15-11:45a
Monday, 4/20/26, 10:35-11:05a
Friday, 4/17/26, 11:40a-12:40p
Thursday, 4/23/26, 11:30a-12:30p

Pizza Party Pictures (L to R): Wayne,
Northmont, and Ponitz

Roomy/Location
Office Back Room (#1103C)
Guidance Conference Room
Room 209 or CLC
5t. Joe's Conference Room

Gateway 1 Room
Atlantis Conference Room

The Concession Stand

Library

ain Office Conference Room
Library

Red Room

Main Office Conferance Room
Library

“Navigating April” (Admissions Beat)

J

"If you want to go fast, go alone. If
you want to go far, go together."
~African proverb

A Mentor and Mentee
Motrvationa] Moment...

COLLEGE ACCESS CORNER

e Big Future - Paying for College
e Grown & Flown

MCOCP Mission: “Montgomery County Ohio College Promise identifies, selects, and supports Montgomery County, economically disadvantaged
students, who have shown promise, so their dream of attending and graduating from college becomes a reality.”


https://bigfuture.collegeboard.org/pay-for-college/get-started
https://grownandflown.com/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brennanbarnard/2026/01/25/the-question-every-college-applicant-should-ask/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8z1nJ9A-X-3TjQLZ_58pBBuTywqQNlpprddVpbdgDYJjWrIVh83PKKIMtqNQWBLzRP9GiKX51JHQmIpjbbgZ6pib8J8A&_hsmi=400806465&utm_content=400806465&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.wbez.org/education/2026/02/25/mentors-can-make-the-difference-for-young-black-men-in-college-heres-how-to-be-a-good-one?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9yOmZVMMBsHCEalc8HNxkzeKA2bhhTc4nptWjOIlWcVzwLThxFWufVjQ0PVSS6QxZgKWEcSN7bITvNfXDGPU6jTUn-kw&_hsmi=406862786&utm_content=406862786&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.wbez.org/education/2026/02/25/mentors-can-make-the-difference-for-young-black-men-in-college-heres-how-to-be-a-good-one?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9yOmZVMMBsHCEalc8HNxkzeKA2bhhTc4nptWjOIlWcVzwLThxFWufVjQ0PVSS6QxZgKWEcSN7bITvNfXDGPU6jTUn-kw&_hsmi=406862786&utm_content=406862786&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.theeduledger.com/students/article/15815659/families-spend-more-on-college-as-affordability-shapes-decisions-new-report-finds?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-94xvy3lwWvci5p1cYLTAlY3b-JXZA_8kSAOlqfdL2F__xB_LFy9jOPuYX5cKOY7ANmljlJCSZguvrBywfLAJKu2B0MgA&_hsmi=401017616&utm_content=401017616&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.theeduledger.com/students/article/15815659/families-spend-more-on-college-as-affordability-shapes-decisions-new-report-finds?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-94xvy3lwWvci5p1cYLTAlY3b-JXZA_8kSAOlqfdL2F__xB_LFy9jOPuYX5cKOY7ANmljlJCSZguvrBywfLAJKu2B0MgA&_hsmi=401017616&utm_content=401017616&utm_source=hs_email
https://fordhaminstitute.org/ohio/commentary/should-ohio-revisit-academic-eligibility-requirements-college-credit-plus?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8oqfYMZjJrvwqthFwwmMBDskgRkovBTmv6xiBsZjUxtC5-_-utRAbN67MBVIqRrOk8QuxLBXV4dy5KNmLhMexqVzJaoA&_hsmi=398702486&utm_content=398702486&utm_source=hs_email
https://fordhaminstitute.org/ohio/commentary/should-ohio-revisit-academic-eligibility-requirements-college-credit-plus?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8oqfYMZjJrvwqthFwwmMBDskgRkovBTmv6xiBsZjUxtC5-_-utRAbN67MBVIqRrOk8QuxLBXV4dy5KNmLhMexqVzJaoA&_hsmi=398702486&utm_content=398702486&utm_source=hs_email
https://hechingerreport.org/value-policies-funding-cut-universities-colleges-start-fighting-back/
https://hechingerreport.org/value-policies-funding-cut-universities-colleges-start-fighting-back/
https://www.theatlantic.com/education/2026/01/texas-education-community-schools/685703/?utm_source=feed
https://www.aol.com/articles/she-first-generation-college-grad-102201288.html
https://www.aol.com/articles/she-first-generation-college-grad-102201288.html
https://www.aol.com/articles/she-first-generation-college-grad-102201288.html
https://hechingerreport.org/student-voices-recent-college-graduates-message-dont-go-it-alone/
https://hechingerreport.org/student-voices-recent-college-graduates-message-dont-go-it-alone/
https://evolllution.com/stop-asking-if-college-is-worth-it.-make-it-experiential?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8pqoEbVeY18-so3IbWV9hPO66dVo1IeeQC3d2vuCV5GX9QsgmNBysUUUuI-aJ7TOyC45Jur97cKZmFkNSqlToCdgKx5Q&_hsmi=393119414&utm_content=393119414&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/15/nx-s1-5676186/college-enrollment-increases-in-2025
https://www.npr.org/2026/01/15/nx-s1-5676186/college-enrollment-increases-in-2025
https://evolllution.com/stop-asking-if-college-is-worth-it.-make-it-experiential?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8pqoEbVeY18-so3IbWV9hPO66dVo1IeeQC3d2vuCV5GX9QsgmNBysUUUuI-aJ7TOyC45Jur97cKZmFkNSqlToCdgKx5Q&_hsmi=393119414&utm_content=393119414&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.luminafoundation.org/news-and-views/making-six-figures-without-a-college-degree-isnt-as-simple-as-it-sounds/
https://www.luminafoundation.org/news-and-views/making-six-figures-without-a-college-degree-isnt-as-simple-as-it-sounds/
https://www.forbes.com/sites/brandonbusteed/2026/01/29/young-americans-face-a-career-crash-ceos-can-fix-it/
https://www.highereddive.com/news/7-in-10-employers-have-high-confidence-in-higher-ed-survey-finds/807607/
https://castbox.fm/episode/A-Primer-on-Financial-Aid-id4657195-id895107568?country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/Is-Grade-Inflation-Deflating-Trust-in-Schools--id3689605-id895041221?country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/Discovery-Starts-With-Program-id4657195-id899417989?country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/Episode-68--Accepted--Denied--Waitlisted-!!-Now-What-!!-id5064078-id925560053?country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/Navigating-April-id4657195-id926975922?country=us
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