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W elcome to the fourth annual
back-to-school edition of

Mentoring This Month, the monthly
guide for MCOCP mentors. Having the
opportunity to reconnect with
returning mentors and embrace new
ones never grows old! Just three
months ago, MCOCP celebrated the
Class of 2026, and now staff, mentors

and supporters are preparing the Class

of 2027 for the college search process
and reassuring the Class of 2030 as
they transition and adjust to high
school. The cycle continues!

This work couldn't be done without
you, MCOCP mentors. You are our
champions in the field week after wee
Thank you for being part of the story

for these MCOCP Scholars and another

trusted, caring adult who will listen,
believe in and encourage them. The
journey may have some twists and

MONTGOMERY COUNTY
OHIO COLLEGE PROMISE
MONTHLY NEWSLETTER

Patrick, Jenni and Kyra are grateful you
are part of the MCOCP family, and they
see and value you! As you build
relationships with your mentees, they are
here to support you and are always an
email or phone call away. Their contact
information is:

e Patrick Gill
(pgill@daytonfoundation.org or
937.225-9922)

e Jenni Guanciale
(jguanciale@daytonfoundation.org or
937-225-9957)

¢ Kyra Robinson
(krobinson@daytonfoundation.org or
937-225-9935)

k.

In this issue, you’ll find news on financial

aid, career exploration, admissions,

college success and more. And, be sure to
read the “Mentor Reminders” and

“Outside of School” segments.

turns along the way, but success awaits

them! Watching your mentees grow,
thrive, mature and develop over one
school year — and certainly all four
years — will be exciting and rewarding.

heon for the
Cohort, held on
26.

The MCOCP team is happy that you're
here. Are you ready to go on this voyage
together? Let's get to work, enjoy the
ride, and see how it all unfolds.
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The “MCOCP in the
News...Caught
Doing Good” form
can be found here
or on the MCOCP
website under the
Resources heading.
If your mentee has
noteworthy news,
please be sure to
submit your
nominations.
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AUGUST DISCUSSION TOPICS

What is your favorite song, movie, or television show? What do you like most about it?
¢ What was the most interesting activity you did over the summer?
e What is your favorite messy food?
¢ If you could accomplish one thing, what would it be and why?
(Sources for some questions: Family Talk game and Dayton Children’s On Our Sleeves®
conversation starter cards.)

For more information about the On Our Sleeves® initiative and other resources, visit:
¢ The Kids Mental Health Foundation

¢ The Kids Mental Health Foundation Conversation Starter Resources

¢ Dayton Children’s On Our Sleeves

All-Class Mentors:
Please be on the lookout for forthcoming information on how and when to commence mentoring
for the 2026-27 school year. You will receive a letter, school calendar, and liaison contact
information via USPS. Most local schools begin in mid-to-late August through early September
(right after Labor Day). See start dates on page four. The best practice is to give your mentee a
couple of weeks to get settled into his or her school routine before scheduling your first visit. You
can certainly work with your respective school liaison on setting up your meeting (especially for
new mentors), but if you have an established process already, feel free to coordinate directly with
your mentee.

Freshman, Sophomore and Junior Mentors:
Kyra, Jenni and Patrick plan to visit with underclassmen (freshmen, sophomores, and juniors)
at their respective schools during the month of October for MCOCP’s annual drive-through,
check-ins. Mentors don’t need to be present; this is simply a quick way to touch base and see
how they’re doing.

Junior & Senior Mentors:

On Wednesday, 9/9/26, the Dayton Dragons and Day Air Credit Union will host College Prep
Night for local students at Day Air Ballpark from 6-8 p.m. This college fair is free, but students
must register. Over 70 colleges will be in attendance.

Senior Mentors:
In early Fall, Jenni will be visiting with seniors (Class of 2027) as they begin the college
application process. Please tell your mentees that their high school liaisons will notify them
when she will be in their building. Let them know that it is absolutely critical that they attend
this meeting to learn about various Fall deadlines they must meet and other important
information.
Any seniors interested in attending Miami University MUST attend the Fall Bridges overnight
event at the university. It is mandatory. Jenni will share more details with the senior scholars,
but the application is already open. NOW is the time for them to start completing the
application, which is due 9/21/26. Round-trip transportation will be provided from Dayton
ONLY during the third session, 11/8/26-11/9/26. Questions? Reach out to Jenni for more
information.



https://mcocp.org/content/uploads/2026/04/MCOCP-In-the-News-Caught-Doing-Good-Form.pdf
https://mcocp.org/mentoring/
https://admission.miamioh.edu/portal/redhawk-preview-day?_gl=1*yt45kk*_gcl_au*MTE2MDQzODk2NC4xNzg0MTM0NDkx
https://admission.miamioh.edu/portal/redhawk-preview-day?_gl=1*yt45kk*_gcl_au*MTE2MDQzODk2NC4xNzg0MTM0NDkx
https://miamioh.edu/visit-miami/bridges-program/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/montgomery-county-ohio-college-promise
https://mcocp.org/mentoring/#become-mentor
https://mcocp.org/mentoring/#become-mentor
https://mcocp.org/content/uploads/2019/10/Youth-Transportation-Release.pdf
https://kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/
https://www.kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/mental-health-resources/starting-conversations
https://www.childrensdayton.org/onoursleeves
https://www.milb.com/dayton/events/collegeprep
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August Fun Facts and Dates to Remember
August has arrived, and it is the only summer month with no official
federal holiday to celebrate. Known as the Get Ready for Kindergarten
Month and the Pedestrian Safety Month, there are additional unique ways
to celebrate and commemorate August,including:

National Relaxation Day, 8/15/26
National Lemonade Day, 8/20/26
National Senior Citizens Day, 8/21/26
National Waffle Day, 8/24/26
National Dog Day, 8/26/26
Speak Kind Words'Saturday, 8/29/26

OUTSI DE OF e Scene 75 Dayton - Ongoing

e Sky Zone Trampoline Park Dayton - Ongoing

SC H oo L ¢ National Museum of the United States Air Force — Ongoing
L XX )

o Skateworld of Vandalia or Skateworld of Kettering - Ongoing
Please find some suggested ideas e Level Up Pinball Bar (and Arcade) - Ongoing

for activities to do with your * Great Escape Game - Ongoing
, mentee in the coming weeks. Note = * CozyMelts - Ongoing
Y that outside events aren’t e Carillon Historical Park - Ongoing

¢ Dayton Ohio Scavenger Hunt: Dayton's Soaring Heights — Ongoing

e Taco & Nacho Fest at Austin Landing - 8/15/26, 3-10 p.m.

e Collage Night at The Contemporaray Dayton - 8/20/22, 5-8 p.m. Registration is
required.

e Fulton Farm Sweet Corn Festival - 8/22/26, 10 a.m.-7 p.m. and 8/23/26, 10 a.m.-6 p.m.

e STEAM for Teens — Intro to Hydroponic Gardening at Dayton Metro Library Main
Branch = 8/27/26, 6:30-7:30 p.m.

e FREE ADMISSION: Art For All Day at the Dayton Art Institute — 8/29/26 & 8/30/26, 12-
5p.m.

mandatory but rather optional.
The following searchable websites
. provide a more comprehensive
program and event listing:
e Dayton Local.com
e Dayton Daily News
Dayton.com
e Downtown Dayton
Partnership
¢ Destination Dayton
e Dayton 937

e Dayton Metro Library @

* FBive Rivers MetroParks MCOCP DAYTON DRAGONS NIGHT
¢ DO STEM Near Me
MCOCP mentors, mentees and their families

' w attended the Dayton Dragons and Great Lakes
2 ' Loons game on 8/4/26.
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Bella Miller, a rising junior at Brookville High School and an MCOCP
Scholar, has been "caught doing good" by helping some of the younger
Brookuville learners in her school district. She participates in the
community service program and assists elementary students who are
‘struggling academically. And, it isn't just about tutoring them with their
schoolwork. She serves as a role model in other ways too.

According to Jenni Phillips, attendance secretary, "Bella has become so
invested and got permission from our principal to miss her last

\ P . academic day here to go help and be with her class during their field o
\_// day. She also made a point to go watch their talent show, school \ ; . Wé’lcome fo
musical, and even went to some of the evening performances. She has 1 = g = - O AR gy

truly invested in younger kids, just like her mentor is investing in her." iy ey MBNTEUMERY ol
| i NTY
COLLEgE PROMISE



https://scene75.com/dayton/
https://www.skyzone.com/dayton-centerville-oh/
https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/
https://skateworldvandalia.com/
https://www.skateworldofkettering.com/
https://leveluppinballbar.com/
https://greatescapegame.com/
https://www.cozymelts.com/
https://daytonhistory.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23776250559&gbraid=0AAAABDeXJtvS3CDJmLpcLg5Q07bCcIJl9&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9IfT-9rmlQMVoSvUAR0vii_HEAAYASAAEgJB5PD_BwE
https://www.letsroam.com/scavenger-hunt/dayton-oh?utm_source=partner&creator=261&link_created_on=2025-10-06&utm_term=2025-10-06&utm_medium=grufw38g
https://www.daytonlocal.com/festivals/taco-and-nacho-fest/
https://www.daytondailynews.com/entertainment/events/#/details/collage-night/18506853/2026-08-20T17
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/collage-night-tickets-1962654637855?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.daytonlocal.com/festivals/fulton-farm-sweet-corn-festival/
https://dayton.bibliocommons.com/events/6998d459cbf6405d35680f56
https://dayton937.com/event/free-admission-art-for-all-day/2026-08-29
https://www.daytonlocal.com/things-to-do.asp
https://www.daytondailynews.com/entertainment/events/#/
https://www.daytondailynews.com/entertainment/events/#/
https://downtowndayton.org/things-to-do/
https://downtowndayton.org/things-to-do/
https://www.daytoncvb.com/things-to-do/
https://dayton937.com/
https://dayton.bibliocommons.com/v2/events
https://www.metroparks.org/programs-events-finder/
https://www.do-stem.org/stem-opportunities
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ﬂAFSA & Financial Assistance

e “Gen Zcollege students are looking for scholarships on
TikTok. There’s a better way, experts say” (CNBC)

e “Campus jobs should be lifelines for US students — but pay
rates lag behind” (Times Higher Education)

e “Five big changes are coming to higher education July 1”
(The Hechinger Report)

General & Miscellaneous Education

e “OPINION: Three-year degrees may become a viable option
in the U.S., but questions about their value remain” (The
Hechinger Report)

Career Exploration

e “College students are in search of 'Al-proof' majors. But no
one knows what they are” (The Associated Press)

First-Generation College Students

o “lLet’s build a higher education system that works for first-
generation students” (Times Higher Education)

Admissions

e “Ahead of the Curve: Video Introductions Offer a Fresh
Angle in the College Admissions Process” (U.S. News & World
Report)

College Access & Success

e “When families are informed, students stay enrolled” (Higher
Ed Dive)

e “The High Cost of Ignoring the Student Transition
Experience” (The EDU Ledger)

College Value & Affordability

e “67% of high school graduates opting against college cite
cost-of-living concerns, poll finds” (Higher Ed Dive)

College & Career Readiness

e “Here are the college majors that new grads regret the most,

according to a recent survey” (CBS News)

Podcasts & Interviews

e “Guiding the Voyage of Discovery: The College Finder”
(Admissions Beat)
e “Voices of Student Success: What’s Driving the Student

K Mental Health Crisis?” (The Key with Inside Higher Ed) )

MCOCP Mission: “Montgomery County Ohio College Promise identifies, selects, and supports Montgomery County, economically disadvantaged

School Start Dates
2026-2027 School Year|

School Name Start Date

Brookville August 18

Butler September 8

Carroll August 12 (Grade 9)

August 13 (Grades 10-12)

Centerville August 12

Chaminade Julienne (CJ) | August 13

Dayton Early College August 11

Academy (DECA)

Daytom Public Schools
(DPS)

August 11 (Grade 9)
August 12 (Grades 10-12)

Dixie

August 20

East Dayton Christian

August 26 (Grades 9-12)

Fairmont

August 13 (Grades 3-10)
August 14 (Grades 11-12)

Miamisburg August 12

Miami Valley Career August 10 (Grade 11)
Technology Center August 11 (Grade 12)
[MWCTC)

Narthmont August 24

Northridge August 17

Oakwood August 12 (Grades 9-12)
Stebbins September 3 (Grades 9-12)

The Dayton Regional
STEM School {DRSS)

August 12

Trotwood-Madison August 17

Valley View August 18 (Grade 3)
August 19 (Grades 10-12)

Wayne September 3

West Carroliton

August 15

"Accept what you can’t change. Change
what you can’t accept." ~Unknown
Quote courtesy of R.J. Palacio’s “365 Days
of Wonder: Mr. Browne’s Precepts”
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COLLEGE ACCESS CORNER

Montgomery County ESC College Access
The College Finder

students, who have shown promise, so their dream of attending and graduating from college becomes a reality.”


https://sites.google.com/mcesc.org/college-access/home
https://www.thecollegefinder.net/
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/04/22/gen-z-students-scholarships-tiktok.html?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--5YY8GVUPicgl8zkAIq6dsiEfgs0_-rZa9Qb1hB13hth45gr86jyLbdkuAGsW2Z_aYEKuLZ9sTjk10vpIdskcPcC8sig&_hsmi=415324293&utm_content=415324293&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.cnbc.com/2026/04/22/gen-z-students-scholarships-tiktok.html?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--5YY8GVUPicgl8zkAIq6dsiEfgs0_-rZa9Qb1hB13hth45gr86jyLbdkuAGsW2Z_aYEKuLZ9sTjk10vpIdskcPcC8sig&_hsmi=415324293&utm_content=415324293&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/opinion/campus-jobs-should-be-lifelines-us-students-pay-rates-lag-behind?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3IYdwldYaYPK8ejLjuYpR6mOli4UvzRfzhEgt6oKODCi9_MYDi_gmIgcqkxMg76LBueFrG7L7WSBT2iVK0on3o0s7Iw&_hsmi=418556030&utm_content=418556030&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/opinion/campus-jobs-should-be-lifelines-us-students-pay-rates-lag-behind?_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3IYdwldYaYPK8ejLjuYpR6mOli4UvzRfzhEgt6oKODCi9_MYDi_gmIgcqkxMg76LBueFrG7L7WSBT2iVK0on3o0s7Iw&_hsmi=418556030
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/opinion/campus-jobs-should-be-lifelines-us-students-pay-rates-lag-behind?_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3IYdwldYaYPK8ejLjuYpR6mOli4UvzRfzhEgt6oKODCi9_MYDi_gmIgcqkxMg76LBueFrG7L7WSBT2iVK0on3o0s7Iw&_hsmi=418556030
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/opinion/campus-jobs-should-be-lifelines-us-students-pay-rates-lag-behind?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--3IYdwldYaYPK8ejLjuYpR6mOli4UvzRfzhEgt6oKODCi9_MYDi_gmIgcqkxMg76LBueFrG7L7WSBT2iVK0on3o0s7Iw&_hsmi=418556030&utm_content=418556030&utm_source=hs_email
https://hechingerreport.org/five-big-changes-coming-to-higher-education-july-1/
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-three-year-degrees/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_QP92V2tHdYwxH6DYWiH4DfatTJypwwTHRqjvQeJ6U8EVRR0WT3bk0tYWM2dn8TXht_u_h9FOHqR1cniy3fWnNZDlqFw&_hsmi=418349262&utm_content=418349262&utm_source=hs_email
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-three-year-degrees/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_QP92V2tHdYwxH6DYWiH4DfatTJypwwTHRqjvQeJ6U8EVRR0WT3bk0tYWM2dn8TXht_u_h9FOHqR1cniy3fWnNZDlqFw&_hsmi=418349262&utm_content=418349262&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.wosu.org/2026-05-04/college-students-are-in-search-of-ai-proof-majors-but-no-one-knows-what-they-are?_amp=true&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8WGOe3dZg4jZlA2VLZGG6fDWZV3bce-5czWROu4ky11Ms16RI1U03B68PrDdQAhoaLATU3S_T7znvBoyMQBhSXl_NNjw&_hsmi=417447203&utm_content=417447203&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.wosu.org/2026-05-04/college-students-are-in-search-of-ai-proof-majors-but-no-one-knows-what-they-are?_amp=true&utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8WGOe3dZg4jZlA2VLZGG6fDWZV3bce-5czWROu4ky11Ms16RI1U03B68PrDdQAhoaLATU3S_T7znvBoyMQBhSXl_NNjw&_hsmi=417447203&utm_content=417447203&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/lets-build-higher-education-system-works-firstgeneration-students?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8aHFBst0rG9RK-FEFFNIxqiPSlTRYQzsvedy5sMQe0obbbGrqZw8xGVk3Y2YqFT4r6xejzbwKuYP7mkdEsw-Nn05_DBw&_hsmi=413869188&utm_content=413869188&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/lets-build-higher-education-system-works-firstgeneration-students?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8aHFBst0rG9RK-FEFFNIxqiPSlTRYQzsvedy5sMQe0obbbGrqZw8xGVk3Y2YqFT4r6xejzbwKuYP7mkdEsw-Nn05_DBw&_hsmi=413869188&utm_content=413869188&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.usnews.com/education/u-s-news-higher-ground/articles/2026-04-23/video-college-applications-brown-university?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ka5mw5Wo7ME0l1li1eXa9PAG9SUzishIY7RFmFX-FmHbgiTK3EM1Lg7HJmqZ7AFFNg1v45hO562ISiUW-8fwwIGcQhw&_hsmi=415845682&utm_content=415845682&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.usnews.com/education/u-s-news-higher-ground/articles/2026-04-23/video-college-applications-brown-university?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ka5mw5Wo7ME0l1li1eXa9PAG9SUzishIY7RFmFX-FmHbgiTK3EM1Lg7HJmqZ7AFFNg1v45hO562ISiUW-8fwwIGcQhw&_hsmi=415845682&utm_content=415845682&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.highereddive.com/spons/when-families-are-informed-students-stay-enrolled/816786/
https://www.theeduledger.com/opinion/article/15824757/the-high-cost-of-ignoring-the-student-transition-experience?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9oMsAOeZvnkOufDNXph1OG_06ib0w6CiTDMEWlzG-AHytlp9x3gmJZoaLDVk4mUVZyPmZ3H4gFli3uwadJAvJ6UoYYmg&_hsmi=418556030&utm_content=418556030&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.theeduledger.com/opinion/article/15824757/the-high-cost-of-ignoring-the-student-transition-experience?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9oMsAOeZvnkOufDNXph1OG_06ib0w6CiTDMEWlzG-AHytlp9x3gmJZoaLDVk4mUVZyPmZ3H4gFli3uwadJAvJ6UoYYmg&_hsmi=418556030&utm_content=418556030&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.highereddive.com/news/67-of-high-school-graduates-opting-against-college-cite-cost-of-living-con/818862/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9do1K45a6dNwrgb1wxD0-u_7fUThLS-pCGGdPQtggDDXDQY6x2qI3GFUK5JgvEFO3xSu7EGmEMFTe59cbkn4hOa9FGPg&_hsmi=417242576&utm_content=417242576&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.highereddive.com/news/67-of-high-school-graduates-opting-against-college-cite-cost-of-living-con/818862/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9do1K45a6dNwrgb1wxD0-u_7fUThLS-pCGGdPQtggDDXDQY6x2qI3GFUK5JgvEFO3xSu7EGmEMFTe59cbkn4hOa9FGPg&_hsmi=417242576&utm_content=417242576&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/college-major-recent-grads-most-regret-ziprecruiter/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9FwmH-IPbVW6-4SK0kQzPi4Wko3mrAO_8D-ISD3Pwj1jwHDZce4ZgN4eYB5De1fZOI1B5f3Dp0F0j2TgGM7h9JALW_YA&_hsmi=415845682&utm_content=415845682&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/college-major-recent-grads-most-regret-ziprecruiter/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9FwmH-IPbVW6-4SK0kQzPi4Wko3mrAO_8D-ISD3Pwj1jwHDZce4ZgN4eYB5De1fZOI1B5f3Dp0F0j2TgGM7h9JALW_YA&_hsmi=415845682&utm_content=415845682&utm_source=hs_email
https://castbox.fm/episode/Guiding-the-Voyage-of-Discovery%3A-The-College-Finder-id4657195-id935365701?country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/Everything-Counts!-id4657195-id901905445?country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/Ep.-195%3A-Voices-of-Student-Success%3A-What%E2%80%99s-Driving-the-Student-Mental-Health-Crisis--id2773239-id936181066?country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/Ep.-195%3A-Voices-of-Student-Success%3A-What%E2%80%99s-Driving-the-Student-Mental-Health-Crisis--id2773239-id936181066?country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/%22Let's-Just-See-What-Happens...%22-id4657195-id904347515?country=us
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	Patrick Gill (pgill@daytonfoundation.org or 937.225-9922)
	Jenni Guanciale (jguanciale@daytonfoundation.org or 937-225-9957)
	Kyra Robinson (krobinson@daytonfoundation.org or 937-225-9935)
	In this issue, you’ll find news on financial aid, career exploration, admissions, college success and more. And, be sure to read the “Mentor Reminders” and “Outside of School” segments.
	The MCOCP team is happy that you're here. Are you ready to go on this voyage together? Let's get to work, enjoy the ride, and see how it all unfolds.
	Mentoring This Month, the monthly guide for MCOCP mentors. Having the opportunity to reconnect with returning mentors and embrace new ones never grows old! Just three months ago, MCOCP celebrated the Class of 2026, and now staff, mentors and supporters are preparing the Class of 2027 for the college search process and reassuring the Class of 2030 as they transition and adjust to high school. The cycle continues!
	This work couldn't be done without you, MCOCP mentors. You are our champions in the field week after week. Thank you for being part of the story for these MCOCP Scholars and another trusted, caring adult who will listen, believe in and encourage them. The journey may have some twists and turns along the way, but success awaits them! Watching your mentees grow, thrive, mature and develop over one school year – and certainly all four years – will be exciting and rewarding.
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	AUGUST DISCUSSION TOPICS
	What is your favorite song, movie, or television show? What do you like most about it?
	What was the most interesting activity you did over the summer?
	What is your favorite messy food?
	If you could accomplish one thing, what would it be and why?
	(Sources for some questions:  Family Talk game and Dayton Children’s On Our Sleeves® conversation starter cards.)
	For more information about the On Our Sleeves® initiative and other resources, visit:
	The Kids Mental Health Foundation
	The Kids Mental Health Foundation Conversation Starter Resources
	Dayton Children’s On Our Sleeves
	MENTOR REMINDERS
	All-Class Mentors:
	Please be on the lookout for forthcoming information on how and when to commence mentoring for the 2026-27 school year. You will receive a letter, school calendar, and liaison contact information via USPS. Most local schools begin in mid-to-late August through early September (right after Labor Day). See start dates on page four. The best practice is to give your mentee a couple of weeks to get settled into his or her school routine before scheduling your first visit. You can certainly work with your respective school liaison on setting up your meeting (especially for new mentors), but if you have an established process already, feel free to coordinate directly with your mentee.
	The “MCOCP in the News...Caught Doing Good” form can be found here or on the MCOCP website under the Resources heading. If your mentee has noteworthy news, please be sure to submit your nominations.

	Freshman, Sophomore and Junior Mentors:
	Kyra, Jenni and Patrick plan to visit with underclassmen (freshmen, sophomores, and juniors) at their respective schools during the month of October for MCOCP’s annual drive-through, check-ins. Mentors don’t need to be present; this is simply a quick way to touch base and see how they’re doing.

	Junior & Senior  Mentors:
	On Wednesday, 9/9/26, the Dayton Dragons and Day Air Credit Union will host College Prep Night for local students at Day Air Ballpark from 6-8 p.m. This college fair is free, but students must register. Over 70 colleges will be in attendance.

	Junior Mentors:
	Patrick has emailed biennial background check renewal details to you. By now, Sterling Volunteers should have notified you. Please complete the process as soon as possible. If you did not receive the email from Sterling Volunteers, check your spam folder or reach out to Patrick.
	Miami University is hosting two RedHawk Preview Days on Saturday, 9/26/26 and Friday, 10/23/26. Registration is open now. See the link above for more information. Per the website, the September date allows prospective students to explore the academic and student life experiences, while the October date is designed for those who want to customize their visit based on individual interests.

	Senior Mentors:
	In early Fall, Jenni will be visiting with seniors (Class of 2027) as they begin the college application process. Please tell your mentees that their high school liaisons will notify them when she will be in their building. Let them know that it is absolutely critical that they attend this meeting to learn about various Fall deadlines they must meet and other important information.
	Any seniors interested in attending Miami University MUST attend the Fall Bridges overnight event at the university. It is mandatory. Jenni will share more details with the senior scholars, but the application is already open. NOW is the time for them to start completing the application, which is due 9/21/26.  Round-trip transportation will be provided from Dayton ONLY during the third session, 11/8/26-11/9/26. Questions? Reach out to Jenni for more information.

	Taco & Nacho Fest at Austin Landing – 8/15/26, 3-10 p.m.


	STEAM for Teens – Intro to Hydroponic Gardening at Dayton Metro Library Main Branch – 8/27/26, 6:30-7:30 p.m.
	FREE ADMISSION: Art For All Day at the Dayton Art Institute – 8/29/26 & 8/30/26, 12-5 p.m.
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	NEWS YOU CAN USE
	FAFSA & Financial Assistance
	“Gen Z college students are looking for scholarships on TikTok. There’s a better way, experts say” (CNBC)
	“Campus jobs should be lifelines for US students – but pay rates lag behind” (Times Higher Education)
	“Five big changes are coming to higher education July 1” (The Hechinger Report)

	General & Miscellaneous Education
	“OPINION: Three-year degrees may become a viable option in the U.S., but questions about their value remain” (The Hechinger Report)

	Career Exploration
	“College students are in search of 'AI-proof' majors. But no one knows what they are”  (The Associated Press)

	First-Generation College Students
	“Let’s build a higher education system that works for first-generation students” (Times Higher Education)

	Admissions
	“Ahead of the Curve: Video Introductions Offer a Fresh Angle in the College Admissions Process” (U.S. News & World Report)

	College Access & Success
	“When families are informed, students stay enrolled” (Higher Ed Dive)
	“The High Cost of Ignoring the Student Transition Experience” (The EDU Ledger)

	College Value & Affordability
	“67% of high school graduates opting against college cite cost-of-living concerns, poll finds” (Higher Ed Dive)

	College & Career Readiness
	“Here are the college majors that new grads regret the most, according to a recent survey” (CBS News)

	Podcasts & Interviews
	“Guiding the Voyage of Discovery: The College Finder” (Admissions Beat)
	“Voices of Student Success: What’s Driving the Student Mental Health Crisis?” (The Key with Inside Higher Ed)



	College Access Corner
	Montgomery County ESC College Access
	The College Finder
	MCOCP Mission: “Montgomery County Ohio College Promise identifies, selects, and supports Montgomery County, economically disadvantaged students, who have shown promise, so their dream of attending and graduating from college becomes a reality.”


