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Well, we’re off and running! By the time you receive this
edition, many of the MCOCP scholars will have been in
school for nearly a month. Hopefully, you have already
had your first meeting with your mentee, and maybe
more. For those few districts starting after Labor Day, now
is the perfect time to reach out to the school liaison to
schedule your first mentor-mentee meeting. If you have
difficulty making the initial connection, please let the
school liaison or the MCOCP staff know. 
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any less meaning. They ring true in genuine mentoring relationships when both the
mentor and mentee value the bond and rapport they are building with one another.
We trust that this mentoring experience will be a rewarding and fulfilling experience
— one of many great honors — for our mentors and MCOCP scholars.

In a recent episode of a hit daytime soap opera, Anita Dupree spoke those words
to Noah Rollins. Although these are fictional characters, the words don't have 

On a related note, back-to-school communication was sent out via the USPS to
your homes in mid-August. It included a letter, school start dates, school calendar,
and an MCOCP liaison contact list. Please contact Patrick, Jenni or Kyra if it didn’t
arrive in your mailbox.

The cooler temperatures signal to us that fall is on the horizon!
While enjoying the change in seasons, take a moment to catch up on
the "Mentor Reminders" and "Outside of School" segments. On page
four, you’ll find trending news on general education topics, first-
generation college students, the college search process, career
readiness, AI, and more. 

As you settle in and rekindle your relationships with your mentees or begin anew,
remember that the little things matter – a listening ear, encouraging word, a smile, or
a quick text to say hello. Your presence is more important than you know, and you are
not only investing in these young people as human beings, but also in their potential.
That’s important, mission-driven work!

"Mentoring is as much an honor as it is to be mentored."

mailto:pgill@daytonfoundation.org
mailto:jguanciale@daytonfoundation.org
mailto:krobinson@daytonfoundation.org


All-Class Mentors: 
The first of four quarterly Mentor Roundtable Zoom sessions will be held on Monday, 9/28/26 at 3
p.m. These meetings aren’t mandatory but rather a way to stay connected with fellow mentors and
are an opportunity to learn MCOCP updates, ask questions, share ideas and fellowship. Patrick sent
an email with the meeting link and additional information. Please mark your calendar with the
remaining dates: Wednesday, 11/4/26; Tuesday, 2/9/27;  and Monday, 4/12/27. All meetings begin at 3
p.m.
Did you know that the Dayton Metro Library provides Student Success Liaisons and volunteers to
assist K-12 students? Student Success Centers are available in select branches. No appointment is
needed! More details can be found here.

The "MCOCP in the
News...Caught

Doing Good" form
can be found here
or on the MCOCP
website under the

Resources heading.
If your mentee has
noteworthy news,
please be sure to

submit your
nominations. 

Junior Mentors: 
Patrick has emailed biennial background check renewal details to you. By now, Sterling Volunteers
should have notified you. Please complete the process as soon as possible. If you did not receive
the email from Sterling Volunteers, check your spam folder or reach out to Patrick.
Miami University is hosting two RedHawk Preview Days on Saturday, 9/26/26 and Friday, 10/23/26.
Registration is open now. See the link above for more information. Per the website, the September
date allows prospective students to explore the academic and student life experiences, while the
October date is designed for those who want to customize their visit based on individual interests.

Senior Mentors: 
Currently, Jenni is visiting with seniors (Class of 2027) as they begin the college application
process. Please tell your mentees that their high school liaisons will notify them when she will be
in their building. Let them know that it is absolutely critical that they attend this meeting to
learn about various Fall deadlines they must meet and other important information.
Any seniors interested in attending Miami University MUST attend the Fall Bridges overnight
event at the university. It is mandatory. Jenni will share more details with the senior scholars, but
the application is already open. NOW is the time for them to start completing the application,
which is due 9/21/26.  Round-trip transportation will be provided from Dayton ONLY during the
third session, 11/8/26-11/9/26. Questions? Reach out to Jenni for more information. 
The 2027-2028 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) will open on 10/1/26. Students
AND their guardian/parent should create their individual FSA IDs NOW so that they will have them
prior to completing the FAFSA. Please remind your scholar about this crucial step.
The 2026 University of Dayton Flyer Promise Scholars College Promise Overview Night will be
held on Thursday, 10/22/26 from 6-8 p.m. Students can learn more and register at this link.
Questions? Contact Seth Jones, Assistant Director of Recruitment and Admission.

Freshman, Sophomore and Junior Mentors: 
Kyra, Jenni and Patrick plan to visit with underclassmen (freshmen, sophomores, and juniors) at
their respective schools during the month of October for MCOCP’s annual drive-through, check-
ins. Mentors don’t need to be present; this is simply a quick way to touch base and see how
students are doing.

MCOCP is on LinkedIn!
Please follow us, like

and share our posts, and
encourage your network

to do so too!

Please download the
Youth Transportation

Release Form (under the
Resources heading) or in

PDF format. Return a copy
of this form – prior to

transporting your mentee
to any event – to Jenni

and/or Kyra.
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SEPTEMBER DISCUSSION TOPICS
What is the best thing about school? What do you like least about school?
What career do you hope to pursue once you graduate high school? What makes this career
interesting to you?
In what ways are you generous? Could you be more generous, and if so, how?
What is your favorite board or card game?

(Sources for some questions:  Family Talk game and Dayton Children’s On Our Sleeves®
conversation starter cards.)

For more information about the On Our Sleeves® initiative and other resources, visit: 
The Kids Mental Health Foundation
The Kids Mental Health Foundation Conversation Starter Resources
Dayton Children’s On Our Sleeves
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https://us02web.zoom.us/j/81778693268?pwd=BB0goLT8QxF7OyjDIafbmfuK5RS60P.1
https://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/studentsuccess/
https://mcocp.org/content/uploads/2026/04/MCOCP-In-the-News-Caught-Doing-Good-Form.pdf
https://mcocp.org/mentoring/
https://admission.miamioh.edu/portal/redhawk-preview-day?_gl=1*yt45kk*_gcl_au*MTE2MDQzODk2NC4xNzg0MTM0NDkx
https://admission.miamioh.edu/portal/redhawk-preview-day?_gl=1*yt45kk*_gcl_au*MTE2MDQzODk2NC4xNzg0MTM0NDkx
https://miamioh.edu/visit-miami/bridges-program/
https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-account/launch
https://events.udayton.edu/en/Hu1Iu7R7/2026-flyer-promise-scholars-college-promise-overview-night-5a37UiD5UsP/overview
mailto:joness25@udayton.edu
https://www.linkedin.com/company/montgomery-county-ohio-college-promise
https://mcocp.org/mentoring/#become-mentor
https://mcocp.org/mentoring/#become-mentor
https://mcocp.org/content/uploads/2019/10/Youth-Transportation-Release.pdf
https://kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/
https://www.kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/mental-health-resources/starting-conversations
https://www.childrensdayton.org/onoursleeves


Scene 75 Dayton – Ongoing
Sky Zone Trampoline Park Dayton – Ongoing
National Museum of the United States Air Force – Ongoing
Skateworld of Vandalia or Skateworld of Kettering – Ongoing
Level Up Pinball Bar (and Arcade) – Ongoing
Great Escape Game – Ongoing
CozyMelts – Ongoing
Carillon Historical Park – Ongoing
Dayton Ohio Scavenger Hunt: Dayton's Soaring Heights – Ongoing
Dayton Wing Week at various local restaurants –  9/13/26 - 9/20/26 (Check
restaurants for business hours.)
Autumn Fest at Learning Tree Farm – 9/19/26, 10 a.m.-4 p.m.
Hispanic Heritage Festival at RiverScape MetroPark – 9/19/26, 11 a.m.-11 p.m.
The Foodbank is at the Market at 2  Street Market – 9/26/26, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.nd

Teen DIY: Art Lab at the main Dayton Metro Libray branch – 9/26/26, 2-4 p.m.
Free Self-Defense Class at Roderer Shoe Center – 9/27/26, 10-11 a.m.

OUTSIDE OF
SCHOOL...

Please find some suggested ideas
for activities to do with your
mentee in the coming weeks. Note
that outside events aren’t
mandatory but rather optional.
The following searchable websites
provide a more comprehensive
program and event listing:  

Dayton Local.com
Dayton Daily News Events
Downtown Dayton
Partnership
Destination Dayton
Dayton 937
Dayton Metro Library
Five Rivers MetroParks
DO STEM Near Me
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It’s September, and that means it is National Hispanic Heritage Month and
National School Success Month. And, we celebrate the last summer
holiday of the year and usher in fall on 9/22/26. Don’t fret! September
doesn’t disappoint with many other unique days. 

National Red Velvet Cake Day, 9/18/26
International Day of Peace, 9/21/26

International Day of Sign Language, 9/23/26
National Chocolate Milk Day, 9/27/26
National Good Neighbor Day, 9/28/26

Time for Yoga Day, 9/30/26

September Fun Facts and Dates to RememberSeptember Fun Facts and Dates to RememberSeptember Fun Facts and Dates to Remember

Recently, MCOCP
welcomed the 16
cohort, their families,
mentors and
community members
to its annual dinner. 

th

2026 Celebrating Success Dinner 

Right to Left: MCOCP
16  Cohort, MCOCP
alumnus Carlos Estrada
Sanchez, Sinclair
President Steven L.
Johnson, MCOCP
scholars and guests,
and MCOCP Executive
Director Patrick Gill

th

https://scene75.com/dayton/
https://www.skyzone.com/dayton-centerville-oh/
https://www.nationalmuseum.af.mil/
https://skateworldvandalia.com/
https://www.skateworldofkettering.com/
https://leveluppinballbar.com/
https://greatescapegame.com/
https://www.cozymelts.com/
https://daytonhistory.org/?gad_source=1&gad_campaignid=23776250559&gbraid=0AAAABDeXJtvS3CDJmLpcLg5Q07bCcIJl9&gclid=EAIaIQobChMI9IfT-9rmlQMVoSvUAR0vii_HEAAYASAAEgJB5PD_BwE
https://www.letsroam.com/scavenger-hunt/dayton-oh?utm_source=partner&creator=261&link_created_on=2025-10-06&utm_term=2025-10-06&utm_medium=grufw38g
https://www.daytonlocal.com/food/wing-week/
https://www.daytonlocal.com/fall/autumn-fest-learning-tree-farm/
https://www.daytonlocal.com/festivals/hispanic-heritage-festival/
https://www.metroparks.org/programs-events-finder/?program_number=W479&api=programs&type=program
https://dayton.bibliocommons.com/events/6a29cb2bdcc1022f003927eb
https://dayton937.com/event/free-self-defense-class
https://www.daytonlocal.com/things-to-do.asp
https://www.daytondailynews.com/entertainment/events/#/
https://downtowndayton.org/things-to-do/
https://downtowndayton.org/things-to-do/
https://www.daytoncvb.com/things-to-do/
https://dayton937.com/
https://dayton.bibliocommons.com/v2/events
https://www.metroparks.org/programs-events-finder/
https://www.do-stem.org/stem-opportunities


MCOCP Mission: "Montgomery County Ohio College Promise identifies, selects, and supports Montgomery County, economically disadvantaged
students, who have shown promise, so their dream of attending and graduating from college becomes a reality."
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"I’ve learned that people will forget what
you said, people will forget what you did,

but people will never forget how you made
them feel ."

~Poet and Essayist Maya Angelou

 

College Access CornerCollege Access CornerCollege Access Corner

Harlan Cohen YouTube
TuitionTracker

FAFSA & Financial Assistance

"Do enrollment management strategies lead to high debt for poor families?" (Higher Ed Dive)

General & Miscellaneous Education

"How can colleges teach students to have challenging conversations?" (Higher Ed Dive)
 "Why College Degrees Matter in the Age of AI" (EdSurge)
"OPINION: The real college crisis isn’t enrollment. It’s completion, and it’s time to start asking
why" (The Hechinger Report)

First-Generation College Students

"I'm a first-generation college student who refused to quit" (AOL Opinion; originally published
in the Louisville Courier Journal)

Admissions

"Rebuilding Trust In Higher Education Starts By Changing College Admissions" (Forbes)
"A New Digital Divide: College Search in the Age of Social Media" (The 74)
"I Help High School Seniors Apply To College. There’s A New Trend That Troubles Me."
(HuffPost)

College & Career Readiness

 "Why the liberal arts can help young Americans prepare for the era of AI" (CBS News)
"The skills people still perform better than AI, according to workplace experts"  (AP News)

Podcasts & Interviews

"Getting In Is Just the Beginning - Harlan Cohen on What Really Matters" (Application to
Admission)
"The Endlessly Divisive SAT" (College Matters from The Chronicle)
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https://www.youtube.com/@helpmeharlan
https://www.tuitiontracker.org/
https://www.highereddive.com/news/do-enrollment-management-strategies-lead-to-high-debt-for-poor-families/820078/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--I-mCmLwnlTNHPyetq-ZhpFGo_0hqX4QL4a6Pn8R-FUUHQUNiyqHBH_ZNQ16xoScOoLUm4rDJ5D5hfWdTa_aNEpgVpUQ&_hsmi=419434322&utm_content=419434322&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.highereddive.com/news/how-can-colleges-teach-students-to-have-challenging-conversations/820001/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_9uI0HqCB0OIOIP6eClyTkzjtetxZMbZd5dqotZivpM2-Y1igEsBdoqd3uU3svOIdeW0ZPZRthdbeCWI2-h4otAZg_tA&_hsmi=418749217&utm_content=418749217&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.edsurge.com/news/2026-05-28-why-college-degrees-matter-in-the-age-of-ai
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-the-real-college-crisis-isnt-enrollment-its-completion-and-its-time-to-start-asking-why/
https://hechingerreport.org/opinion-the-real-college-crisis-isnt-enrollment-its-completion-and-its-time-to-start-asking-why/
https://www.aol.com/news/im-first-generation-college-student-090533922.html?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--KopPz5C7XG5cThNumoAoujownRY4a9byX7omlRnPJyAgrOKDsPiYWZFJb5k97FLnV3KMus1vCJPNQv5qfnw1hxczkUQ&_hsmi=418749217&utm_content=418749217&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/lets-build-higher-education-system-works-firstgeneration-students?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8aHFBst0rG9RK-FEFFNIxqiPSlTRYQzsvedy5sMQe0obbbGrqZw8xGVk3Y2YqFT4r6xejzbwKuYP7mkdEsw-Nn05_DBw&_hsmi=413869188&utm_content=413869188&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.timeshighereducation.com/campus/lets-build-higher-education-system-works-firstgeneration-students?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8aHFBst0rG9RK-FEFFNIxqiPSlTRYQzsvedy5sMQe0obbbGrqZw8xGVk3Y2YqFT4r6xejzbwKuYP7mkdEsw-Nn05_DBw&_hsmi=413869188&utm_content=413869188&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.forbes.com/sites/mattgandal/2026/05/21/rebuilding-trust-in-higher-education-starts-by-changing-college-admissions/
https://www.the74million.org/article/a-new-digital-divide-college-search-in-the-age-of-social-media/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9lF3FfHTiZDR_emBrtRwSYsE_Bz5FdSYRF2ay4BvgNNRMT1r18ndJ8tdL0UeSwxZn-Ej9ChPbS-jO4KDtPuLAVntN4Mw&_hsmi=421581261&utm_content=421581261&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.huffpost.com/entry/high-school-seniors-college-decisions_n_6a04c632e4b0af4eda407520
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/ai-artificial-intelligence-college-major-skills/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8PrxkrqG4QDhzBTbJ16V2GSsXVKLoLiM023apVuKa7lM7wVTIGndJPndKFMNCpD7x9mXZIjPtVTzTpu0fWxHRvILVqSw&_hsmi=423817524&utm_content=423817524&utm_source=hs_email
https://apnews.com/article/artificial-intelligence-jobs-soft-skills-human-0ce88d448f0b7a87c72b6241305a61f2?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8kZbxWHHbQb5gqLjrkFqJRQezKrO6nj_DbRggNnvUZAuNdg3bqvOTpKLkii4qu50HFAGIyVgUsNLTlbD7lOpQvjGFyVA&_hsmi=424009278&utm_content=424009278&utm_source=hs_email
https://apnews.com/article/artificial-intelligence-jobs-soft-skills-human-0ce88d448f0b7a87c72b6241305a61f2?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8kZbxWHHbQb5gqLjrkFqJRQezKrO6nj_DbRggNnvUZAuNdg3bqvOTpKLkii4qu50HFAGIyVgUsNLTlbD7lOpQvjGFyVA&_hsmi=424009278&utm_content=424009278&utm_source=hs_email
https://castbox.fm/episode/Episode-71---Getting-In-Is-Just-the-Beginning---Harlan-Cohen-on-What-Really-Matters-id5064078-id957832679?country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/The-Endlessly-Divisive-SAT-id6276093-id971821078?country=us
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	The 2027-2028 FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student Aid) will open on 10/1/26. Students AND their guardian/parent should create their individual FSA IDs NOW so that they will have them prior to completing the FAFSA. Please remind your scholar about this crucial step.
	The 2026 University of Dayton Flyer Promise Scholars College Promise Overview Night will be held on Thursday, 10/22/26 from 6-8 p.m. Students can learn more and register at this link. Questions? Contact Seth Jones, Assistant Director of Recruitment and Admission.

	Dayton Wing Week at various local restaurants –  9/13/26 - 9/20/26 (Check restaurants for business hours.)
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	Free Self-Defense Class at Roderer Shoe Center – 9/27/26, 10-11 a.m.
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