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What’s on the way.”
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As we enter this month of gratitude, there are many blessings
of which to be thankful. We are grateful for our mentors and
school liaisons, and your work in the lives of our MCOCP
Scholars.  Our simple thank you doesn’t always seem
adequate, but please know we couldn’t do what we do
without you! We are also appreciative for time spent with
many of our program participants during the month of
October and early November. Patrick, Jenni and Kyra visited
19 of our partner schools throughout Montgomery County
during this time.

We are beginning to review our applications for the 15th
Cohort and will continue this process through the
interview season in January and February 2025. By the
end of February, we will be selecting our new MCOCP
Scholars. If you know of someone who may be
interested in serving as a mentor for this incoming
group of mentees, please let Patrick know. We recognize
that we can’t start too early in the mentor recruitment
process.

This issue will focus on admissions, SAT/ACT, accessibility services,
college access and success and college value themes. You’ll find articles
and podcasts on these topics on page four of this edition. If your time
permits, please take a moment to read or listen to those items of interest
to you.

From the MCOCP staff to your family, enjoy your Thanksgiving with
family, friends and loved ones.



M
EN

TOR REMINDER
S

What is your favorite season? What do you like about it?
What would your best day be like?
Can you think of a change that was hard for you? Why was it hard? What
did you learn?
What is your favorite homemade meal?

(Sources for some questions:  Family Talk game and Dayton Children’s On Our
Sleeves® conversation starter cards.)

For more information about the On Our Sleeves® initiative, visit: 
https://kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/
https://www.kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/mental-health-
resources/starting-conversations
https://www.childrensdayton.org/onoursleeves

NOVEMBER DISCUSSION TOPICS

All-Class Mentors:  Several mentors have inquired about where to find the Youth
Transportation Release Form. It can be found at either of these links:
https://mcocp.org/mentoring/#become-mentor (under the Resources heading) or
https://mcocp.org/content/uploads/2019/10/Youth-Transportation-Release.pdf . Please be
sure to download this document for future use. Also, remember that if you transport your
mentor, you’ll need to return a copy of this form -- prior to each event -- to Jenni and/or Kyra.
It will be included in your mentee’s files.
All-Class Mentors: During the recent quarterly Mentor Roundtables, mentors were introduced
to Level All. Patrick shared that Level All, “a college and career readiness platform designed to
improve postsecondary outcomes for people on all journeys, has partnered with Montgomery
County Ohio College Promise to give their platform to members of our community for free.”
Additionally, “their mission is to minimize potential barriers to access and opportunity and in
doing so, create a Level playing field for All. On their platform you can find content on high
school and college success, career exploration and preparation, financial literacy, life skills,
and more," said Patrick. Additionally, Level All representatives discussed their program and
how they will be working with MCOCP.  By now, you should’ve received an email from Patrick
detailing the steps for enrolling in Level All. If not, please reach out to Patrick to let him know.
All-Class Mentors: Did you know that the Dayton Metro Library provides Homework Help
Assistants and volunteers to be of service to K-12 students? Homework Help Centers are
available in branch libraries. And, no appointment is needed! More details can be found here:
https://www.daytonmetrolibrary.org/homeworkhelp/
All-Class Mentors:  The MCOCP Annual Campaign: Helping Students Thrive is underway and
will end on 12/31/24. If you or someone you know is interested in expanding your or their
charitable giving to another worthy cause, please consider contributing by or before the end of
this year’s campaign.  Ninety percent of each donation helps to support students through
direct services and scholarships. You can contribute at the following link and click the Donate
button: https://mcocp.org/donate/
Senior Mentors: Although the formal release of the 2025-2026 FAFSA (Free Application for
Federal Student Aid) has been delayed until 12/1/24, students AND their guardian/parent
should request their individual FSA IDs now so that they will have them on hand prior to
completing the FAFSA. They can do so at this link: https://studentaid.gov/fsa-id/create-
account/launch. Please remind your scholar about this crucial first step. 
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Below, please find some suggested ideas for activities to do with
your mentee in the coming weeks. These links provide a more
comprehensive listing:  

https://www.daytonlocal.com/things-to-do.asp
https://www.dayton.com/events/#/
https://downtowndayton.org/things-to-do/
https://www.daytoncvb.com/things-to-do/
https://dayton937.com/
https://dayton.bibliocommons.com/v2/events
https://www.metroparks.org/programs-events-finder/

OUTSIDE OF
SCHOOL...

Scene 75 Entertainment Center, Dayton -- Ongoing
Sky Zone Trampoline Park, Dayton -- Ongoing
National Museum of the United States Air Force -- Ongoing
Skateworld of Vandalia or Skateworld of Kettering -- Ongoing
Merry Grinchmas: Art of Dr. Seuss’ Holiday Classic & (B)ART! America’s
Funniest Animated Family Special Exhibition at the Dayton Art
Institute -- 10/26/24 through 1/19/25
Teen DIY: Making Cards for Helping Hands at the Vandalia Library
Branch, -- 11/21/24, 3-4 p.m.
Adulting 101, Main Library Branch -- 11/21/24, 4-5 p.m.
Elf in Concert at the Schuster Performing Arts Center -- 11/22/24 and
11/23/24, 7:30 p.m.
Barnabe’s Buckeye Tree Lighting Ceremony at Young’s Jersey Dairy --
11/23/24, 5-7:30 p.m.
RiverScape MetroPark Ice Rink -- 11/29/24 through 2/28/25

November Fun Facts and Dates to RememberNovember Fun Facts and Dates to Remember
By the time this newsletter hits your inbox, your mind and body will have hopefully adjusted to the end of
Daylight Savings Time and nightfall by 6 p.m. daily. Nevertheless, this -- of course -- is the month of
gratitude with Election Day, Veterans Day and Thanksgiving commemorations.  Here are some other unique
dates to celebrate.

National Baklava Day, 11/17/24
M-i-c-k-e-y M-o-u-s-e’s Birthday, 11/18/24
National Stop the Violence Day, 11/22/24
Small Business Saturday, 11/30/24

https://www.daytonlocal.com/things-to-do.asp
https://www.dayton.com/events/#/
https://downtowndayton.org/things-to-do/
https://www.daytoncvb.com/things-to-do/
https://dayton937.com/
https://dayton.bibliocommons.com/v2/events
https://www.metroparks.org/programs-events-finder/


NEWS YOU CAN USE

College Admissions

“Going to College Doesn’t Have to Suck” (Diverse:
Issues in Higher Education)

ACT & SAT

"How Colleges Can Navigate a Shifting Test-optional
Landscape" (Higher Ed Dive)

College Accessibility Services

"When Colleges Adapt to Meet Accessibility Needs,
They’re Met with Students Who Thrive, Data Shows"
(The News & Observer)

College Access & Success

"New Survey Highlights Challenges Facing High School
Counselors" (Diverse: Issues in Higher Education)

College Value & Affordability

"College Teaches Human Skills, Not Just Hard Skills"
(Chief Learning Officer)
"Going to college? Use Our Toolbox to Help Choose a
School and Plan the Costs" (The Hechinger Report)

Podcasts & Interviews

"Is Reading Over for Gen Z Students?"  (College
Matters from The Chronicle) 
"College? Maybe Not."  (College Matters from The
Chronicle) 
“The Importance of School Counselors and How
Families Can Be Proactive with Candice Mackey”
(Application to Admission)

College Access CornerCollege Access Corner

https://www.tuitiontracker.org/
https://hechingerreport.org/beyond-the-
rankings-the-college-welcome-guide/
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. “Let us be grateful to people who
make us happy. They are the

charming gardeners who make our
souls blossom.” 
--Marcel Proust

Quote courtesy of R.J. Palacio’s 365 Days of Wonder: Mr.
Browne’s Precepts 

Dayton Public Schools College Promise Night
October 10, 2024 

This annual dinner is held for potential DPS applicants in the
upcoming cohort.

Pictures (L to R): MCOCP Executive Director Patrick Gill, DPS
Superintendent David Lawrence, MCOCP Mentor Mary McDonald,

MCOCP Scholar Lauren Buck; and, DPS students, families and guests.

https://www.diverseeducation.com/opinion/article/15704398/going-to-college-doesnt-have-to-suck?utm_campaign=DIV24%20DAILY%20SEPT.%2023%20-%20SEPT.%2027%20FINAL&utm_medium=email&utm_source=Eloqua
https://www.highereddive.com/news/NACAC-shifting-test-optional-landscape-admissions-fairtest/728565/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--TAXpIiPWTan5cLgNOoo8UYYJ9tUSgFMe-dfAFi1UAU3uLrKUjd9XvNx2oPfMCS3kpIm-NJPOXlMFOGI3DFSuTQwLkDQ&_hsmi=328309574&utm_content=328309574&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.highereddive.com/news/NACAC-shifting-test-optional-landscape-admissions-fairtest/728565/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--TAXpIiPWTan5cLgNOoo8UYYJ9tUSgFMe-dfAFi1UAU3uLrKUjd9XvNx2oPfMCS3kpIm-NJPOXlMFOGI3DFSuTQwLkDQ&_hsmi=328309574&utm_content=328309574&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/business/article293272344.html?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9XYp7Eas0U_-cLw2UzcoEFVvPgfBReNSft784-L-ktv4LKERsNPGly15-dvEvViHr-oG3Hq5UGglaYcA2KBloz1QPsIA&_hsmi=327276477&utm_content=327276477&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.newsobserver.com/news/business/article293272344.html?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9XYp7Eas0U_-cLw2UzcoEFVvPgfBReNSft784-L-ktv4LKERsNPGly15-dvEvViHr-oG3Hq5UGglaYcA2KBloz1QPsIA&_hsmi=327276477&utm_content=327276477&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.diverseeducation.com/students/article/15704460/new-survey-highlights-challenges-facing-high-school-counselors
https://www.diverseeducation.com/students/article/15704460/new-survey-highlights-challenges-facing-high-school-counselors
https://www.chieflearningofficer.com/2024/09/23/college-teaches-human-skills-not-just-hard-skills/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--OCz6iQRdg9-6vWSYWPju_V1_M9dLlYtZ_qdbVR5zjt6aHCNPzmvDZJMB9-wJujlgEtefhSb-V25xGqlyYzivaIaBPZw&_hsmi=325995123&utm_content=325995123&utm_source=hs_email
https://hechingerreport.org/going-to-college-use-our-toolbox-to-help-choose-a-school-and-plan-the-costs/
https://hechingerreport.org/going-to-college-use-our-toolbox-to-help-choose-a-school-and-plan-the-costs/
https://castbox.fm/episode/Is-Reading-Over-for-Gen-Z-Students--id6276093-id735811539?utm_campaign=a_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=a_share&country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/College--Maybe-Not.-id6276093-id739420982?utm_campaign=a_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=a_share&country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/College--Maybe-Not.-id6276093-id739420982?utm_campaign=a_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=a_share&country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/Episode-53---The-Importance-of-School-Counselors-and-How-Families-Can-Be-Proactive-with-Candice-Mackey-id5064078-id752540848?utm_campaign=a_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=a_share&country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/Episode-53---The-Importance-of-School-Counselors-and-How-Families-Can-Be-Proactive-with-Candice-Mackey-id5064078-id752540848?utm_campaign=a_share_ep&utm_medium=dlink&utm_source=a_share&country=us
https://www.tuitiontracker.org/
https://hechingerreport.org/beyond-the-rankings-the-college-welcome-guide/
https://hechingerreport.org/beyond-the-rankings-the-college-welcome-guide/

