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As you take a moment to
pause and ponder, we hope
this issue will not only inform,
but bring you moments of
calm and insight. You’ll find
fun things to do, pertinent
information for your mentee,
and news on AI, Gen Z and
mental health, ACT/SAT prep,
workforce development,
scholarships, and more.

Happy Thanksgiving to you
and yours!

T he scents of the season –
pumpkin, pine, cinnamon,
and nutmeg – are here.
They serve as a reminder

to us all that we should slow
down and reflect on why we
are grateful and to find the
positive around us. 

 

enumerate to be incredibly
appreciative and they
include you, our mentors, as
well as our MCOCP scholars,
school partners, and college
partners. This program
wouldn’t exist without your
unwavering support and
commitment to the process.
Because of you, we are
MCOCP, and we can ensure
that the promise is made, the
promise is fulfilled, and
graduates are produced.
There aren’t enough words to
say thank you. 

At MCOCP, we have more
reasons than we can possibly



M
EN

TOR REMINDER
S

What three things make you thankful and why?
If you could have one superpower, what would it be? How would you use
it?
If you could give your family one gift, what would it be?
What is your favorite food to eat in a restaurant? 

(Sources for some questions:  Family Talk game and Dayton Children’s On Our
Sleeves® conversation starter cards.)

For more information about the On Our Sleeves® initiative and other
resources, visit: 

The Kids Mental Health Foundation
The Kids Mental Health Foundation Conversation Starter Resources
Dayton Children’s On Our Sleeves

NOVEMBER DISCUSSION TOPICS

All-Class Mentors:   Please be sure to download the Youth Transportation Release Form  (under the
Resources heading) for future use. It can also be found in a PDF format. Remember, if you transport
your mentee, you’ll need to return a copy of this form -- prior to each event -- to Jenni and/or Kyra.
It will be included in your mentee’s files.
All-Class Mentors: During the upcoming holiday breaks and semester exams, you’re not expected to
meet with your mentees. In addition, remember that per the MCOCP Volunteer Mentor Handbook
(page 6), small gifts to acknowledge student achievements or for the holiday are permissible, but
not expected. 
All-Class Mentors:  MCOCP is on LinkedIn! This is a friendly nudge and plea to ask those of you on
this platform to follow us and like and share our posts. Our following is growing, but we’d love to get
additional exposure in your networks! With any luck, more visibility may also help with mentor
recruitment and connect us with potential donors. 
All-Class Mentors:  Please remind your mentees that if they hope to be inducted into the National
Honor Society during high school, they must remain active in various school, community, or faith-
based groups or organizations in order to be eligible. Additionally, participation in these
extracurricular activities will help to build their activities resume when they are applying to college
or other opportunities.
All-Class Mentors: The MCOCP Annual Campaign: Helping Students Thrive is underway and will end
on 12/31/25. If you or someone you know is interested in expanding your or their charitable giving to
another worthy cause, please consider contributing by or before the end of this year’s campaign.
Ninety percent of each donation helps to support students through direct services and
scholarships. You can contribute at the following link and click the Donate Now button.
All-Class Mentors: GEM (Goal Everyone Matters) Project Dayton is sponsoring its 2025-26 GEM
Student Art Contest for Suicide Prevention. Students in grades 6-12 can participate. If your mentee
is an artist, encourage him or her to submit an original piece around this year’s theme of resiliency
and the importance of well-being. The contest runs until 1/12/26. More information can be found at
the link above.
All-Class Mentors:  Should any of your mentees mention some struggles their families may be
enduring due to the loss of SNAP benefits, here are some resources that may be helpful:  The
Foodbank, Inc., United Way Greater Dayton Area HelpLink/VetsLink 211, and Dayton-area
resources (courtesy of WYSO).
Sophomore & Junior Mentors: The Ohio Association for College Admission Counseling (OACAC) is
sponsoring a Camp College Admission Bootcamp at Ohio University on Friday, 12/5/25 from 9:30
a.m. -1:30 p.m. for current sophomore and junior students. During this college prep session,
students and their families can learn about applying to college, paying for college, life as a college
student, and more! There will also be a small college fair. Questions? Email OACAC. 
Senior Mentors:  By now, all seniors should have completed the FAFSA and college applications. As
acceptance letters roll in, MCOCP scholars should let Jenni know where they have been admitted.
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https://kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/
https://www.kidsmentalhealthfoundation.org/mental-health-resources/starting-conversations
https://www.childrensdayton.org/onoursleeves
https://mcocp.org/mentoring/#become-mentor
https://mcocp.org/content/uploads/2019/10/Youth-Transportation-Release.pdf
https://www.linkedin.com/company/montgomery-county-ohio-college-promise
https://mcocp.org/donate/
https://www.gemprojectdayton.org/
https://www.gemprojectdayton.org/
https://thefoodbankdayton.org/
https://thefoodbankdayton.org/
https://www.dayton-unitedway.org/helplinkvetslink-211?blm_aid=21930
https://www.wyso.org/news/2025-10-28/snap-funding-frozen-amid-shutdown-where-to-find-help-locally?blm_aid=21930
https://www.wyso.org/news/2025-10-28/snap-funding-frozen-amid-shutdown-where-to-find-help-locally?blm_aid=21930
mailto:IAS@OACAC.org


Below, please find some suggested ideas for activities to do with your
mentee in the coming weeks. Note that outside events aren’t mandatory,
but rather optional. The following searchable websites provide a more
comprehensive listing:  

Dayton Local.com
Dayton Daily News Dayton.com
Downtown Dayton Partnership
Destination Dayton
Dayton 937
Dayton Metro Library
Five Rivers MetroParks
DO STEM Near Me

OUTSIDE OF
SCHOOL...

Scene 75 Entertainment Center, Dayton – Ongoing
Sky Zone Trampoline Park, Dayton – Ongoing
National Museum of the United States Air Force – Ongoing
Skateworld of Vandalia or Skateworld of Kettering – Ongoing
Level Up Pinball Bar (and Arcade) – Ongoing
Great Escape Game – Ongoing
CozyMelts – Ongoing
Carillon Historical Park – Ongoing
Dayton Ohio Scavenger Hunt: Dayton's Soaring Heights – Ongoing
Scrooge! The Musical at LaComedia Dinner Theatre – Now through 12/28/25 (See the link for various
matinee and evening times.)
Experience the majesty of Handel's Messiah with the University of Dayton , The Roger Glass Center for
the Arts – 11/21/25, 7:30 p.m.
Chess Fest 2025 at Dayton Metro Library, Main Branch –  11/22/25, 9:30 a.m.-5 p.m.
Mightier than the Sword - Teen Writing Club at Dayton Metro Library, Main Branch – 11/25/25, 4-5 p.m.
(Registration is required; see the link above.)
Opening Day Skate at RiverScape MetroPark – 11/28/25, 11 a.m.-10 p.m.
The Dayton Holiday Festival Grande Illumination & Children’s Parade, Downtown Dayton – 11/28/25, 3-
8 p.m.
2025 McPherson Town Holiday Home Tour – 11/28/25, 4-8 p.m. & 11/29/25, 3-7 p.m. Purchase tickets online.

November Fun Facts and Dates to RememberNovember Fun Facts and Dates to Remember
Beyond designating this whole month as a moment to ponder gratitude, November is also known
as Child Safety and Protection Month, Diabetes Awareness Month, Good Nutrition Month, Native
American Month, and Peanut Butter Lover Month. Still in search of other ways to commemorate?
See the list below.

America Recycles Day, 11/15/25
National Baklava Day, 11/17/25
Play Monopoly Day, 11/19/25
National Stop the Violence Day, 11/22/25
Celebrate Your Unique Talent Day, 11/24/25
National Leftovers Day, 11/28/25
Small Business Saturday, 11/29/25
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https://www.daytonlocal.com/things-to-do.asp
https://www.daytondailynews.com/events/#/
https://downtowndayton.org/things-to-do/
https://www.daytoncvb.com/things-to-do/
https://dayton937.com/
https://dayton.bibliocommons.com/v2/events
https://www.metroparks.org/programs-events-finder/
https://www.do-stem.org/stem-opportunities
https://www.letsroam.com/scavenger-hunt/dayton-oh?utm_source=partner&creator=261&link_created_on=2025-10-06&utm_term=2025-10-06&utm_medium=grufw38g
https://dayton937.com/event/scrooge-the-musical/2025-11-16
https://www.destinationdayton.org/event/experience-the-majesty-of-handels-messiah-with-the-university-of-dayton/18165/
https://downtowndayton.org/event/chess-fest-2025/
https://dayton.bibliocommons.com/events/682dfbef74149d7680031715
https://www.metroparks.org/programs-events-finder/?program_number=U125&api=programs&type=program
https://www.daytonlocal.com/holidays/dayton-holiday-festival/
https://downtowndayton.org/event/2025-mcpherson-town-holiday-home-tour/2025-11-28/
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/2025-mcpherson-town-holiday-home-tour-2730169?aff=eivtefrnd&utm-campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=checkoutwidget
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/2025-mcpherson-town-holiday-home-tour-2730169?aff=eivtefrnd&utm-campaign=social%2Cemail&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-source=strongmail&utm-term=checkoutwidget


MCOCP Mission: “Montgomery County Ohio College Promise identifies, selects, and supports Montgomery County, economically disadvantaged
students, who have shown promise, so their dream of attending and graduating from college becomes a reality.”
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. “To succeed in life, you need three

things: a wishbone, a backbone and a
funny bone.” --Reba McEntire

Quote courtesy of R.J. Palacio’s 365 Days of Wonder: Mr.
Browne’s Precepts 

College Access CornerCollege Access Corner

The Scholarship College Mama YouTube
Channel
Scholarships360

General & Miscellaneous Education

“Students can’t get into basic college courses, dragging out their time in
school” (The Hechinger Report)
“A new Nation's Report Card shows drops in science, math and reading
scores” (NPR)
“What Teens Lose When AI Writes The College Essay” (Forbes)
“A window into America’s high schools slams shut” (The Hechinger
Report)

FAFSA & Financial Assistance

“Education Department seeks to offer ‘proactive’ federal student loan
guidance” (Higher Ed Dive)

Student Mental Health

“Gen Z Adults Show Declining Wellbeing as Students Thrive, New Survey
Reveals” (The EDU Ledger, formerly Diverse Issues in Higher Education) 

SAT/ACT

“How Parents Can Help Prepare Their Students for the SAT, ACT” (U.S.
News & World Report)

College Access & College Success

“Resources for marginalized students vanish from Ohio campuses under
sweeping new restrictions” (Prism)
“The K12-to-college pipeline is rockier for high-poverty students” (K-12
Dive)

College & Career Readiness

“US faces shortfall of 5.3M college-educated workers by 2032” (Higher Ed
Dive)

Podcasts & Interviews

“Redefining the ‘Dream School’” (Future U)
“Meet The Scholarship Mama, Laverne Mickens $$$” (Application to
Admission)
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DPS DINNER HIGHLIGH
TS

DPS DINNER HIGHLIGHTS

Pat Diven, MCOCP Mentor

Haylie Chavez, MCOCP Scholar,
 Ponitz Alumna and Wright State University Student

(See the accompanying video in your email.)

https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_I6FmRhjPw1TSFIcnWf9pA
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC_I6FmRhjPw1TSFIcnWf9pA
https://scholarships360.org/
https://hechingerreport.org/students-cant-get-into-basic-college-courses-dragging-out-their-time-in-school/
https://hechingerreport.org/students-cant-get-into-basic-college-courses-dragging-out-their-time-in-school/
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/09/nx-s1-5526918/nations-report-card-scores-reading-math-science-education-cuts
https://www.npr.org/2025/09/09/nx-s1-5526918/nations-report-card-scores-reading-math-science-education-cuts
https://www.forbes.com/sites/lizdoestone/2025/08/18/what-teens-lose-when-ai-writes-the-college-essay/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9ujPE39geiRrqx3m2h5yZLlLOAPsOrFplCenGRykS9eB0RURwalmatyYlTxcvevj_qYhCsQK17E8ZfchWmL-oHIRcqhg&_hsmi=377081920&utm_content=377081920&utm_source=hs_email
https://hechingerreport.org/a-window-into-americas-high-schools-slams-shut/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-89qnkJvc0YDD-1VgwU1mmo7iura7u7f7mPHQI6GKtFHdN6nYt9KXljFO5pSsMwr7xBpY1xLge7GXB6edO7u71FTO5O4A&_hsmi=380062048&utm_content=380062048&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.highereddive.com/news/education-department-student-loan-guidance-servicer-manual/759544/
https://www.highereddive.com/news/education-department-student-loan-guidance-servicer-manual/759544/
https://www.diverseeducation.com/demographics/article/15753865/gen-z-adults-show-declining-wellbeing-as-students-thrive-new-survey-reveals?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9i7tJWEvC2kaGio5PDUJ6WcpXgEZzsSjwdtrwb2cq-xvoCDkhoKXXFOuzz1DIiVRFVrCywj0TKuASYgkf0VEHnbbqyvw&_hsmi=377683061&utm_content=377683061&utm_source=hs_automation
https://www.diverseeducation.com/demographics/article/15753865/gen-z-adults-show-declining-wellbeing-as-students-thrive-new-survey-reveals?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9i7tJWEvC2kaGio5PDUJ6WcpXgEZzsSjwdtrwb2cq-xvoCDkhoKXXFOuzz1DIiVRFVrCywj0TKuASYgkf0VEHnbbqyvw&_hsmi=377683061&utm_content=377683061&utm_source=hs_automation
https://www.usnews.com/education/best-colleges/applying/articles/how-parents-can-help-prepare-their-students-for-the-sat-act?bsft_eid=bc0b0a92-60ed-5817-63bd-b77e3464c86e&bsft_pid=d7a8aa27-79b3-4bf6-ade8-593e6d44f4a9&utm_campaign=edu-content-nl-extrahelp-thirdtuesday&utm_source=blueshift&utm_medium=email&utm_term=nl&utm_content=edu-content-nl-extra-help-third-tuesday-ads&s=bs&m=e&cna=edu-content-nl-extrahelp-thirdtuesday&adna=edu-content-nl-extra-help-third-tuesday-ads&agna=nl&pr=extrahelp&bsft_clkid=815a2bf3-c458-4351-9cfe-9a57afdb384e&bsft_uid=245f25d7-7fcb-41db-9c96-0f1ffa70756a&bsft_mid=5564ff88-999f-489a-b269-dee60888f4db&bsft_txnid=2b4a4762-2bd3-423e-a504-f2cde2ce9016&bsft_aaid=f604d1a4-d7cb-4f8e-8930-9abca6090544&bsft_pp=1&bsft_mime_type=html&bsft_ek=2025-08-19T15%3A06%3A14Z&bsft_lx=11&bsft_tv=58&bsft_bk=curated_items_extrahelp&cid=bd2c98db-2125-4cd2-8ce7-187e8d8f4f95&adid=bc0b0a92-60ed-5817-63bd-b77e3464c86e
https://prismreports.org/2025/08/19/ohio-higher-education-law-diversity/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9mg7bRQxDjwoc2NG9vmd9-uV2gXS6FEpi4IWwPjJawzE_jTM6_ovJiRqYrlWW79eehW7fleWK8gpGLLTnPNVprIoSDag&_hsmi=376730196&utm_content=376730196&utm_source=hs_email
https://prismreports.org/2025/08/19/ohio-higher-education-law-diversity/?utm_campaign=Daily%20Newsletter&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9mg7bRQxDjwoc2NG9vmd9-uV2gXS6FEpi4IWwPjJawzE_jTM6_ovJiRqYrlWW79eehW7fleWK8gpGLLTnPNVprIoSDag&_hsmi=376730196&utm_content=376730196&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.k12dive.com/news/the-k12-to-college-pipeline-is-rockier-for-high-poverty-students/760301/
https://www.highereddive.com/news/us-faces-shortfall-of-53m-college-educated-workers-by-2032/760155/
https://castbox.fm/episode/Redefining-the-%E2%80%98Dream-School%E2%80%99-id3689605-id844228869?country=us
https://castbox.fm/episode/Episode-61---Meet-The-Scholarship-Mama%2C-Laverne-Mickens-%24%24%24-id5064078-id847450081

